INTELLIGENCE

Tlit child is passing up to the time when he is five years old
through a prolonged sensitive period during which he is endowed
with ti perfectly abounding capacity of absorbing images from
the work! without. He h an observer who takes to himself in
active fasltitm through his semes the images of outer things.
Ati oliservcr, mark, not a recipient as a mirror might be, which
pitssivdy reflects. An observer is urged from within himself, is
moved by mmie special taste or liking; an observer* therefore,
exerdnes choice with regard to images* Inexperienced as he is,
the child puiwwss his path of activity alone*

I may now quote other examples of much older children. A
seven months old baby was stated on a rug on the floor playing with
it cushion. There were flowers and figures of children upon the
cushion, and the child was smelling the flowers and kissing the
children in high delight* An ignorant maidservant who was looking
after the child, concluding that the child was pleased to play the
gama of smelling and kissing everything indiscriminately, hastened
to provide her with all kinds of things, saying to her " Smell this,
now kiss that ** and so on, But the child's mind was only confused,
It had been organising itself; recognising images and fixing them
through movement, working steadily and joyously upon the task
of innir construction. The uncomprehending mind of an adult
had erased this mysterious effort towards inner ordor; it was like
the washing away by the tide of casttes and drawings in the sand
upon the shore of the sea*

It has been proved up to the hilt by innumerable e^erime&ts
that within the first year of life children already possess such clear
senioritl impressions of the environment taat they are capable of
rtcogndsfag the things they have seen around them, represented
in the plan of the picture according to perspective, But we may
add that by this time the child has already gone beyond such
impressions which no longer have much keen interest for him*

As he enters upon the second year of life, he is no longer
fascinated, as he was in the earlier sensitive periods, by showy things
which catch his eyes or by brilliancy of colour; rather is he now
attracted by minute thing** which we pass by unnoticed, The
invisible seems to interest him now, and things upon the far fringe
of consciousness*,..

This sensibility to tiny things first came to my notice in a child
fifteen months old, I heard her laughing aloud, an unusual thing
i n such a tiny child. She was out in the garden alone, sitting on a
brick-paved terrace; close beside her was a trellis thick with gera-
niums in gorgeous blossom under an almost tropical sun, But
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